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Rocky Mountain Line 
 

RULES 
 

OF THE  
 

OPERATING 
 

DEPARTMENT 
 

 

 
 

Rules herein set forth govern railroads operated by the 

Rocky Mountain Line, Columbine Coal Company and 
the Goldpin Tramway.  They take effect May 1, 1951, 

superseding all previous rules and instructions 

inconsistent therewith. 

Special instructions may be issued by proper authority. 
 

 

GENERAL NOTICE 
 

Safety is of the first importance in the discharge of duty. 

 

Obedience to the rules is essential to safety. 

 
To enter or remain in service is an assurance of 

willingness to obey the rules. 

 
The service demands the faithful, intelligent and 

courteous discharge of duty. 

 
To obtain promotion, ability must be shown for greater 

responsibility. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to the Rocky Mountain Line.  The 
management sincerely hopes you have an enjoyable 

time.  This book of operating rules is meant to insure 

smooth and trouble free operation of the railroad.  Each 

operator should be familiar with it in order that all will 
fully enjoy the operating session. 

 

SAFETY FIRST 
As with all railroads safety is of prime concern.  There 

are numerous raised platforms and retracting steps for 

your use.  Use them carefully.  Do not stand on chairs or 
stools.  Do not touch any wires as they may be high 

voltage. 

 

BE CAREFUL 
Models are very fragile and can be expensive.  Please 

treat them with extreme care.  Run trains at realistically 

slow speeds.  “Quality throttle time” is the watchword.  
Couple cars as if they were loaded with glass, they might 

be. 

 

HAVE FUN 

We are here to enjoy model railroading and our 

friendship.  If you are confused, uncomfortable or 

stressed with your task just ask for help.  Mistakes will 
happen.  Changes can be made.  And a sense of humor 

goes a long way. 

  

DIGITRAX 
The Rocky Mountain Line operating system is Digitrax 

which controls all trains, the signal system and many 
turnouts.  Train crews must be familiar with its 

operation. 

 

1.  Road crews should use wireless throttles whenever 
possible and yard crews should use tethered throttles. 

2.  Wireless throttles must have adequately charged 

batteries to function properly.  If problems are 
experienced, replace the battery. 

3.  When not in use, a throttle should be plugged in to 

the LocoNet to conserve battery power. 

4.  Throttles will “go to sleep.”   Should you lose control 
of your locomotive, plug your throttle into the LocoNet 

to reactivate. 

5.  Crews must know how to acquire and dispatch a 
locomotive with the throttle they are using.  If they are 

unfamiliar with the process they must seek instruction 

prior to going on duty. 
6.  The throttle must be plugged into the LocoNet to 

acquire or dispatch a locomotive. 

7.  When a run is completed the loco must be dispatched 

from the throttle.  
8.  If you are having difficulties with the system seek 

help.  Pushing buttons over and over causes more 

problems. 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN LINE 

TRAIN NUMBERING SYSTEM 
 
Passenger Trains  -  Two Digits 
The first digit indicates type and priority. 
 1x  -  Zephyrs 
 2x  -  Mail 
 3X  -  Locals 
The second digit indicates direction. 
 odd  -   westbound 
 even -  eastbound 
 
Freight Trains  -  Three Digits 
The first two digits indicate type and priority. 
 10x  -  Piggy Back 
 11x  -  Perishable 
 12x  -  Priority Freight 
 13x  -  Thru Freight 
 24x  -  Coal 
 25x  -  General Merchandise 
 26x  -  Peddler 
 37x  -  Live Stock 
 38x  -  Local 
 39x  -  Turn 
The third digit indicates direction. 
 odd  -   westbound 
 even -  eastbound 
 
EXTRAS 
Extra trains are the lowest priority.  They are designated 
by an X, followed by the engine number, followed by 
the direction they are headed. 
 
Examples: 
  29 is a westbound mail train. 
  244 is an eastbound coal train. 

X173W is a westbound extra with #173 as the lead                           
engine. 
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9. Signals are located to the right of the track they 

govern. 
10. A train crew will advise the Station Master when 

their train is ready to depart.  If for any reason a train or 

engine is unduly delayed the Station Master must be 

notified at once. 
11. Refuse and sweepings from passenger equipment 

must not be left on the platforms. 

12. Caution must be used in making movements over 
crossings between platforms in order to avoid accidents 

or personal injuries to employees handling baggage, mail 

or express trucks.  

9
th

 STREET YARD 
YARDMASTER 

The yardmaster is responsible for all train and car 

movements within 9
th
 Street Yard limits.  He grants 

clearance for arriving and departing trains; oversees the 

makeup of all outbound trains and the classification of 

arriving cars; communicates with the RML dispatcher 
via phone and Joint Line crews through the JL Tower 

operator and is responsible for car cards.    He may 

operate a yard engine as he feels necessary. 

SWITCHER CREWS 

The switching crews operate yard engines to make up 

and break down trains as directed by the yardmaster.  

They also work the CJ Cement Plant, ice platforms and 
Engine Yard.  Occasional transfer runs may be made to 

Centennial Bottoms. 

9
TH

 STREET YARD PROCEEDURES 
1. Efficient performance of the 9

th
 Street Yard is 

essential to the smooth functioning on the entire railroad.  

It is important that trains are brought into the yard as 
soon as possible.  

2.  Arriving trains are typically directed to an arrival 

track and the road crew brings their power to the Engine 

Yard unless otherwise directed.   
3. The West Hold track can be used to hold a train if the 

yard is not ready to receive it.  In that case the road crew 

will tie up there and, later, the yard crew would move the 
train into the yard when space is available. 

4. Trains may depart from the arrival/departure tracks or 

directly from the classification tracks if appropriate.  

5. Yard crews are responsible for pulling and spotting 
cars from the ice platforms, CJ Cement Co. and Engine 

Yard.   

6.  Transfer runs to Centennial Bottoms are coordinated 
with the JL Tower operator/Bottoms Switcher. 

7. East bound Joint Line train crews should be requested 

from the Joint Line trainmaster and west bound crews 
should be requested from the RML dispatcher.  

8. Maximum train length for departing trains is 34 

forty foot cars or equivalent.   

9. Extras may be called if 20 or more cars are ready 

for departure.   
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TRAIN ORDERS 

When a crew is called for a train they will be given a 
train order sheet which will give them the information 

needed to complete their run. The type of train, 

origination terminal, final destination, locomotive and 

DCC address will be noted.  The stations in route will be 
listed along with any switching duties or special 

instructions.  

CAR CARDS 
Each piece of rolling stock on the RML has a card which 

should accompany it at all times.  Car cards have 

pockets for waybills indicating the cars destination.  
Some cars may be grouped in blocks with one waybill 

for the entire block.  Locomotive cards describe the 

locomotive, its DCC address and applicable DCC 

functions. 

WAYBILLS 

A four part waybill will be inserted the car card 

indicating the destination of the car or block of cars.  
Waybills should not be rotated during an operating 

session unless authorized by the superintendent.   

 

   The color code indicators are as follows: 

 

 CARS FOR EAST YARD via Joint Line east 

 bound. 
 

 CARS FOR PUNSTON YARD via RML west 

 bound. 
 

 RML SHORTS to destinations on the RML . 

 

 DRAGERTON BRANCH delivered to Goldpin 
 Jct.  

 

 COAL CARS FOR COLUMBINE via CCC. 
  

 CARS FOR BUFFALO ROCK and the 

 CENTENNIAL CITY AREA 
 

CARD POCKETS 

Each town or industry has a card pocket to hold the car 

cards for the cars spotted there.  Crews pulling cars from 
industries must take the appropriate card with them and 

car cards for cars dropped must be left in the proper box.  

If a car spotted at an industry is not to be moved, its 
waybill will indicate the industry where it is spotted and 

a paperclip will be attached to the card. 

OFF SPOT 
An off spot pocket is located at some towns for cars that 

have been dropped at the town but not delivered to its 

specific industry.  Local switching crews will move the 

car to its final destination when instructed to do so by 
their train order sheet.  The car card must also then be 

moved. 
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SIGNALS 

500  All signals on the Rocky Mountain Line are 
absolute. 

501 

                                         Proceed. 

 

       

502      Proceed through turnout. 

 

        

 

503 
  flashing 

      Approach next signal at  

      medium speed.                 

      Next signal is yellow. 

504      Proceed through turnout  

      approach next signal at           

    flashing    medium speed.                                    

      Next signal is yellow. 

505      Approach next signal   

      prepared to stop.                 

      Next signal is red. 

 
506       Proceed through turnout  

      prepared to stop at next  

      signal. 

      Next signal is red. 

507      Stop.                                 

 

 

508 Lunar  Proceed at restricted speed  

   expecting to find a train, or  

   switch not properly lined.  

   Undetected yard or branch. 
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CENTENNIAL CITY TERMINAL 

SUPERINTENDENT - HOSTLER 

The terminal superintendent has authority for all 

train movements in Centennial City, supervising 

and working closely with the 9
th
 Street yardmaster 

and CCUT stationmaster.  He is responsible for the 

punctual arrival and departure of trains both on the 

Joint Line to the east and the RML to the west.   He 

is also responsible for the movement of locomotives 

in the terminal and within the Engine Yard.  He 

may move power himself or assign those duties to a 

hostler.   

CENTENNIAL CITY  

UNION TERMINAL 
STATIONMASTER 

The stationmaster is responsible for all train movements 

on CCUT tracks and is responsible for keeping trains on 
schedule.  He grants clearance for inbound, outbound 

and thru trains using appropriate signals at Tower A and 

Tower B.  He oversees the terminal switching crews and 
may also operate a terminal switcher as needed.  He 

works closely with the RML dispatcher, terminal 

superintendent and JL Tower operator to insure smooth 

arrival and departure of trains. The stationmaster is 
responsible for all car cards of cars arriving, departing 

and switched within the terminal.  

CCUT SWITCH CREWS 
The terminal switch crews operate CCUT switchers to 

switch trains and cars under the direction of the 

stationmaster.  They may operate the controls of Tower 

A and Tower B.  They are responsible for switching the 
Post Office, REA Building and Coach Yard as directed 

by the stationmaster.  

CCUT RULES OF OPERATION 
1. Restricted speed movements are always in effect.  

Trains or engines must be prepared to stop short of 

trains, obstructions or switches not properly lined. 
2. The speeds shown below must not be exceeded: 

 Entering terminal limits      15MPH 

 Through tower A or B      15MPH 

 Main track       15MPH 
 Inside train sheds      10MPH 

3. The main track must be used for all freight 

movements through the terminal whenever possible. 
4. Trains must use the tracks assigned to them unless a 

change is authorized by the Terminal Superintendent.  

5. Engine men must remain with their engine. 
6. Engines must not be parked in terminal approach 

tracks at tower A or B. 

7. A safety stop must be made by all road engines at 

least one car length before coupling is made. 
8. The engine bell must be rung when a train or engine is 

about to move and while it is in motion in the train 

sheds. 
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CTC control.  Conversely, trains leaving the RML at 

Coal Gate must notify the dispatcher when they have 
cleared of Coal Gate switch and then proceed to 

Columbine Yard. 

 

GOLDPIN TRAMWAY 
The Dragerton mining branch which leaves RML 

trackage at Goldpin Junction is operated by the Goldpin 

Tramway.  Tramway crews operate independently from 
the RML under their own operating rules which are 

provided separately.  Interchange between the RML and 

GT takes place at Goldpin Junction. 
 

COLORADO JOINT LINE 
Trains from five railroads, the CB&Q, C&S, AT&SF, RI 

and MP, operate on the Colorado Joint Line from East 
Yard to Centennial City.  The C&S and AT&SF each 

maintain a track between East Yard and JL Tower at 

Centennial City.  These tracks are jointly used by all five 
railroads and generally see one way traffic.  Joint Line 

signals are manually controlled and are train movements 

are not under the authority of the RML CTC dispatcher.  
Coordination between the Joint Line trainmaster at East 

Yard and the JL Tower operator via the dedicated phone 

line is essential for smooth and safe operation of the 

Colorado Joint Line. 
 

JOINT LINE TRAINMASTER 

The Joint Line trainmaster is responsible for safe and on 
time train movements on the Joint Line.  He gives crews 

their assignments and train orders and also operates 

trains as required.    

 

JL TOWER OPERATOR 

The JL Tower operator controls the flow on traffic 

between the Colorado Joint Line and Centennial City’s 
9

th
 Street Yard and Union Terminal by using the turnout 

and signal controls of the tower.  He coordinated train 

movements with the Joint Line trainmaster, the 9
th
 Street 

yardmaster and CCUT stationmaster.   The JL Tower 

operator is also responsible for switching the Centennial 

Bottoms industrial area. 

 

JOINT LINE CREWS 

Crews assigned to the Colorado Joint Line will be 

required to operate trains from all five railroads using 
trackage rights between East Yard and Centennial City.  

Train order sheets will be received from the Joint Line 

trainmaster.  They are responsible for keeping trains on 
schedule.  Headlights and warning lights must be turned 

on and whistle signals and engine bells must be sounded 

properly if their locomotive is so equipped.  They are 

also responsible for the train’s car cards which must be 
maintained according to car card protocol. 
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508  A DARK SIGNAL is considered rule 507 and must 

not be passed without authorization by the dispatcher.     
 

CENTRALIZED TRAFFIC CONTROL 

510  CTC is in effect between Centennial City on the 

east and Punston Yard on the west.  Its limits are 
identified by trackside signs. 

511 Trains entering CTC territory must contact the 

dispatcher informing him of their train number and 
assigned crew.  

512  Train may not leave the yard tracks and enter the 

yard throat prior to receiving a clear signal at the CTC 
limit. 

513  Within CTC limits signals will govern the use of 

blocks and mainline turnouts.   Signal indications 

supersede timetable superiority and take the place of 
train orders. 

514  Engine and trainmen must comply with the 

instructions of the dispatcher. 
515  When stopping at a signal, no part of a train or 

engine should pass the signal unless authorized by the 

dispatcher. 
516  Trains or engines must not backup without the 

permission of the dispatcher. 

517  Train crews needing to make switching movements 

within CTC limits must be granted time and work limits 
from the dispatcher  to operate power and hand thrown 

turnouts.  When the time limit has expired or the work 

complete all turnouts must be restored to the mainline 
position and the dispatcher notified that the turnouts are 

aligned and the blocks cleared. 

518  Train crews must use the phone system provided at 

strategic locations by the railroad to communicate with 
the dispatcher.  To call the dispatcher push the red 

button marked “call dispatch.” 

519  When a train is routed into a siding and is clear of 
both turnouts the crew must call the dispatcher and 

notify him that they are clear. 

520  When the dispatcher wishes to communicate with a 
train crew he will light a green indicator light located on 

the fascia by each phone.  When a train crew approaches 

a lit indicator they must stop and call the dispatcher at 

once. 
521  The dispatcher may give verbal authority for a train 

to proceed past a signal indicating stop.  The train may 

then proceed not exceeding 10 mph expecting to find a 
train in the block. 

 

YARD LIMITS 
522  Movements may be made within yard limits, 

without train order authority, at restricted speed not 

exceeding 15 mph prepared to stop.  Yard limits are 

marked by yard limit signs.  
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ENGINE WHISTLE SIGNALS 
 
o   Stop.  Breaks set. 

 

----  ----   Release brakes.  Proceed 

 
o  o  o   Back up. 

 

o  o  o  o  Call for signals. 
 

----  ----  o  ----  Approaching public grade  

   crossing.  Last blast is   
   prolonged until crossing is  

   reached. 

 

----  ----  o  Approaching station or meeting  
   point. 

 

---- ---- ---- ---- ---- Flagman may return. 
 

 

ENGINE BELL 
The engine bell must be sounded when a train or 

locomotive is about to start, crossing a public grade 

crossing, passing through stations or approaching long 

bridges.  The bell must also be rung when moving 
through yard limits except when performing constant 

switching movements. 

 

FLAGMEN 

When a train is stopped under circumstances in which it 

may be overtaken by another train, a flagman must 

protect the front and rear of the train.  Conductors and 
enginemen are responsible for the protection of their 

train.  Model flagmen are provided at each town, 

 

OFFICIAL TIME 

Rocky Mountain Line time is kept on six official clocks 

at convenient locations along the line and at the 
dispatcher’s desk.  These are normally operated at a 4:1 

ratio.  

 

DEPARTING YARDS 
When a train is ready to depart Punston Yard, East Yard, 

9
th
 Street Yard or CCUT the crew must not leave the 

yard track until they have the assurance of clearance 
from the RML dispatcher with a signal to proceed or 

verbal permission from the Joint Line trainmaster.   

Moving into the yard throat may block an inbound train. 
  

TERMINATING TRAINS 

When a train has completed its run the crew must notify 

the dispatcher that the train has tied down and is going 
off duty. 
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SUPERINTENDENT 

The superintendent is responsible for all aspect of the 
railroad including the physical plant, personnel and 

movement of trains.  He assigns crews to their positions, 

authorizes extra trains and assists new crew members.  

Any repairs necessary to correct malfunctions are his 
responsibility and can only be done with his authority. 

 

DISPATCHER 
The dispatcher is responsible for the safe movement of 

all trains over the Rocky Mountain Line.  He is to assure 

on time performance of passenger trains and priority 
freight trains.  He must be proficient with the RML CTC 

machine and telephone communication system.  He is 

not responsible for train movements on the Colorado 

Joint Line. 

 

ASSISTANT DISPATCHER 

The assistant dispatcher works closely with the 
dispatcher to call crews and provide them the proper 

train orders.  He may relieve the dispatcher at the CTC 

machine from time to time and perform other duties as 
assigned by the superintendent.  He also will provide 

crews with DCC support. 

 

RML ROAD CREWS 
Road crews are responsible for the safe movement of 

their assigned trains and must always exercise quality 

throttle time.  They must be certain that turnouts are 
properly aligned as they proceed.  Headlights and 

warning lights must be turned on and whistle signals and 

engine bells must be sounded properly if their 

locomotive is so equipped.   They will receive their train 
orders from the dispatcher or his assistant and are 

responsible for all instructions listed.  They are also 

responsible for the train’s car cards which must be 
maintained according to car card protocol.  When their 

run has been completed they must notify the dispatcher. 

 

HELPER CREWS 

Helper crews are based in Goldpin Junction to assist 

heavy trains up the 2% grade of Svenska Hill.  Helper 

locomotives may push behind steel waycars, but must be 
placed in front of wood waycars.  Helper locomotives 

must be placed on the head end of passenger trains.  

Helper locomotives may be cut off at Svenska or Alpine 
Summit.  The helper crews also perform the switching 

duties at Goldpin Junction. 

 

COLUMBINE COAL COMPANY BRANCH 

The Columbine Coal Company’s coal branch joins the 

Rocky Mountain Line at Coal Gate.  CCC trains have 

trackage rights on the RML and are operated by RML 
road crews.  Trains leaving Columbine Yard should 

proceed to Coal Gate under yard limit rules and then 

contact the dispatcher for clearance to enter the RML‘s 
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